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To  The  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Huntingdonshire  County  Council. 


My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

t 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  second  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  County  of  Huntingdon  for 
the  year  1944.  This  report  is  in  an  abridged  form  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  publication  of  the  White  Paper  on  a  National  Health  Service 
in  the  month  of  February  appeared  to  be  in  response  to  the  medical 
needs  outlined  in  the  Beveridge  Report  on  “  Social  Insurance  and 
Allied  Services.”  The  contents  of  the  White  Paper  have  been  subjected 
to  minute  scrutiny  by  Local  Authorities  and  by  the  medical  profession. 
Stimulating  controversy  has  disclosed  divergent  opinions  on  funda¬ 
mental  matters  of  administration  and  sentiment,  but  the  basic  principle 
that  the  benefits  offered  by  modem  medicine  should  be  available  to 
rich  and  poor  alike  has  been  accepted  by  all  the  parties  concerned. 
The  White  Paper  was  presented  for  discussion  as  a  framework  of  a 
National  Health  Service  allowing  for  modification  and  adjustment. 
Discussions  have  taken  place  between  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
representative  bodies  concerned.  A  practical  formula  has  been  sought 
which  will  satisfy,  within  the  limits  of  compromise,  the  demands  of 
those  bodies.  It  would  not  be  profitable  to  speculate  as  to  the  final 
composition  of  the  Bill  to  be  presented  to  Parliament:  it  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  the  Bill  will  provide  medical  services  for  the  people  in  a 
wider  and  more  generous  manner  than  hitherto. 

Comments  are  made  under  the  appropriate  headings  of  the  report 
in  order  to  indicate  the  trend  of  development  of  the  public  health 
services  in  the  County. 

It  is  proper  that  I  record  my  thanks  to  the  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  for  their  support  to  the  efforts  of  their  professional  and  clerical 
staff  to  maintain  an  efficient  service. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  H.  HARRISON. 


October ,  1945. 
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AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

Area  (acres)  . .  .  233,985 

Population  (Census  1931)  .  56,206 

Population  (estimated  mid- 1944)  .  62,250 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  birth  rate  of  20.1  per  1,000  population  recorded  for  the  year 
1944  is  remarkable.  There  is  a  sharp  rise  of  3.5  on  last  year’s  rate  of 
16.6.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1944  was  17.6.  Viewing 
the  graph  given  at  the  end  of  this  section  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
birth  rate  is  the  highest  since  1921  (20.7)  which  followed  a  peak  of 
23.9  in  1920.  There  was  a  steady  decline  in  the  rate  from  the  year 
1920  (23.9)  to  the  year  1941,  when  the  trough  of  the  wave  was  reached 
at  a  rate  of  13.9. 

During  the  last  thirty  years  the  birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales 
has  declined.  The  decline  has  led  to  intensive  research  into  its  causes 
and  into  the  means  to  arrest  it.  If  the  cause  is  found  to  be  biological 
rather  than  circumstantial  the  present  upward  trend  has  no  significance, 
except  as  a  phenomenon  of  war  and  it  would  be  imprudent  to  say  more. 

The  disruption  of  family  life  caused  by  the  war  with  its  demands 
for  men  and  women  for  the  Services  on  the  one  hand  and  for  war 
industries  on  the  other  has  led  to  the  breaking  up  of  homes  and  to  the 
dispersal  of  their  members.  Large  armies  have  been  sent  overseas 
whilst  other  armies  have  arrived  in  this  country  from  America.  At 
the  same  time  many  refugees  from  Europe  have  found  sanctuary  in 
Britain.  Concurrently  political  revolution  has  unobtrusively  taken  place 
carrying  with  it  restrictions  and  controls  affecting  almost  every  aspect 
of  life  in  the  community.  Mixed  marriages  have  taken  place.  The 
number  of  such  marriages  registered  at  the  District  Registration  Office 
Huntingdon,  for  example  was  81.  After  the  war  the  wives  will  naturally 
follow  their  husbands  to  other  lands.  As  potential  mothers  they  may  be 
an  asset  to  the  countries  of  adoption  with  corresponding  loss  to  the 
home  country.  Coincident  with  these  social  changes  the  rate  of  illegi¬ 
timate  births  has  risen.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  to 
total  births  in  1943  was  7.9.  In  1944  the  percentage  rose  to  9.2. 
It  would  seem  that  the  instinct  of  race  preservation  and  propagation  is 
stimulated  by  the  very  conditions  expected  to  depress  it. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  12.8  per  1,000  population.  The 
death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  was  11.6.  The 
graph  does  not  show  such  a  wide  variation  as  the  birth  rate  during  the 
last  31  years.  The  highest  death  rate  since  1900  was  16.3  in  1918. 
This  was  the  year  of  the  severe  influenza  epidemic  at  the  end  of  the 
Great  War  1914-18.  Since  then  the  rate  has  shown  a  constancy  around 
the  figure  of  13  per  1,000  population. 


GRAPH  SHOWING  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES 


—  CQLNrY  QF  HUNTINGDON,  1913-1 944 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  birth  rates  and  death  rates  of  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  of  England  and  Wales,  for  the  past 
five  years : 


Birth  Rate 


1940  1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Urban  Districts  ... 

15-6;  14-6 

16-9 

16-3 

19-7 

131 

11-4 

101 

11-9 

11-6 

Rural  Districts  ... 

13-9  13-2 

16-9 

16-9 

20-5 

14-8 

12-9 

12-4 

12-7 

13-8 

County  of  Huntingdon  ... 

14-9  13-9 

16-8 

16-6 

20-1 

14-2 

12-2 

11-3 

12-4 

12-8 

England  and  Wales 

14-2;  14-2 

15-8 

16-5 

17-6 

14-3 

12-9 

1 1*6 

121 

11-6 

Death  Rate 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Births— 


Live  Births — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

.  585 

550 

1135 

Illegitimate  . 

.  58 

58 

116 

Total  Births  . . 

.  643 

608 

1251 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

. . .  20. 1 

(c.p.  16.6 

in  1943) 

Still  Births  . 

...  37 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

...  20.7 

(c.p.  39.9 

in  1943) 

Deaths 

Deaths  from  all  causes 
Death  rate  in — 

Urban  Districts 

Rural  Districts  . 

County  of  Huntingdon  . 

England  and  Wales  ... 

Maternal  Deaths — 

From  Peurperal  Sepsis  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
From  other  causes  . ... 


794 

11.6 

13.8 

12.8 
11.6 


Nil 
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Infant  Deaths — 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births — 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46.7 

Illegitimate  .  ...  103.4 

Total  death  rate  . .  ...  51.9 


The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  Heart  Disease 
209,  Cancer  107,  Intracranial  lesions  91,  Bronchitis  48, 
Tuberculosis  (pulmonary)  26,  Pneumonia  22. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AND  IN 


Cause  of  Death  at  Different 
Periods  of  Life 

Cause  of  Death 

. 

: 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15 

15  and  under  45 

45  and  under  65 

65  and  upwards 

, 

1. 

, 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

2. 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

• — • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Resp.  System . 

— 

— 

15 

7 

4 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encepha¬ 
litis 

_ 

12. 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  Oesoph.  (M) 
Uterus  (F) 

_ 

_ 

___ _ 

1 

3 

7 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

10 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

— 

— 

— 

1 

23 

38 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

18. 

Intra.  cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

77 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

7 

39 

163 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

34 

21. 

Bronchitis  ... 

2 

1 

— 

2 

9 

34 

22. 

Pneumonia  ... 

5 

- — 

— 

3 

2 

12 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

1 

8 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

8 

28. 

Nephritis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1  • 

3 

6 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post.  Abortive  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth  ... 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

32. 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Injuries,  Infant.  Diseases 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

— 

1 

1 

4 

6 

2 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

4 

2 

— 

3 

4 

7 

36. 

All  Other  Causes  ... 

2 

1 

2 

4 

9 

68 

Totals:  All  Causes  . 

65 

12 

9 

56 

161 

491 
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DISTRICTS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON,  1944. 


Totals 

Urban  Districts 

i  i  i 

Rural  I 

Districts 

HuntingdonU.D. 

Godmanchester 

U.D. 

St.  Ives  U.D. 

St.  Neots  U.D. 

Ramsey  U.D. 

Old  Fletton  U.D. 

Huntingdon  R.D. 

St.  Ives  R.D. 

St.  Neots  R.D. 

Norman  Cross 

R.D. 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

26 

2 

. _ 

_ 

5 

3 

5 

3 

5 

1 

2 

6 

a 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

i 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

11 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

3 

23 

2 

3 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

11 

• — 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

2 

2 

62 

10 

2 

5 

5 

4 

2 

6 

18 

4 

6 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

91 

13 

3 

4 

6 

4 

7 

14 

16 

10 

14 

209 

15 

10 

12 

18 

23 

23 

30 

37 

26 

15 

42 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

18 

7 

5 

48 

3 

6 

1 

6 

2 

5 

2 

10 

5 

8 

22 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

3 

13 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

- — 

2 

1 

1 

11 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

14 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

3 

4 

10 

1 

— 

1 

■ — 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

3 

_ 

_  _ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

r 

_ 

— 

1 

25 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

4 

5 

5 

4 

16 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

2 

3 

14 

2 

3 

_ 

2 

i 

1 

. 

4 

1 

1 

20 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

2 

3 

2 

2 

86 

5 

1 

4 

6 

3 

8 

11 

13 

13 

22 

794 

72 

31 

41 

67 

57 

69 

99 

156 

93 

109 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the 
year  was  902  compared  with  1,173  for  1943.  In  last  year’s  report  it 
was  intended  to  note  an  interesting  feature,  in  that  the  incidence  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  was  compared,  showing  that  where  there 
was  a  relatively  high  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  there  was  a 
relatively  low  incidence  of  Measles,  and  vice  versa ,  but  unfortunately 
the  paragraph  containing  these  figures  was  not  clear.  During  1942 
the  total  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  was  183  and  of 
Measles  the  number  was  62.  For  the  year  1943  there  were  140 
cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  807  of  Measles.  For  1944  there  were 
358  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  154  of  Measles.  The  inference  from 
these  figures  is  that  the  two  diseases  have  a  tendency  to  be  antagonistic 
in  the  sense  that  they  do  not  flourish  together  in  the  same  locality. 

There  were  5  cases  of  Diphtheria,  but  no  deaths,  compared  with 
13  cases  and  2  deaths  for  1943  and  26  cases  and  2  deaths  for  1942. 

Four  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  fever  occurred  in  the  Rural  District 
of  Fluntingdon. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  of  children  has  been  continued  and  the 
total  number  of  cases  recorded  during  the  year  was 

0 — 5  years  .  434 

5—15  years  .  179 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  the  tuberculosis  service  has  progressed  and  its 
activities  now  ensure  that  all  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  all 
known  contacts  and  suspects  and  all  persons  requiring  observation, 
are  diligently  and  systematically  cared  for.  The  work  of  the  Chest 
Consultant  has  been  of  great  value.  He  has  attended  regular  clinics 
to  advise  on,  and  recommend  treatment  for,  cases  referred  to  him,  not 
only  by  the  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer,  but  by  general  practitioners. 

During  the  year  31  Chest  Clinics  were  held  at  the  County  Hospital, 
Huntingdon.  The  total  number  of  attendances  was  219,  of  which  158 
were  new  cases  and  61  were  re-examinations.  Of  the  158  new  patients. 
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71  were  suspect  cases  which  proved  on  investigation  to  be  non- 
tuberculous.  There  were  94  patients  who  were  requested  to  attend 
and  did  not  comply. 

The  number  of  notifications  for  all  forms  of  tuberculous  disease 
in  the  County  in  1944  was  126.  In  1943,  the  figure  was  73.  The  increase 
is  partly  due  to  the  increased  number  of  notifications  of  persons  in  the 
Services  domiciled  in  Huntingdonshire,  and  partly  to  civilian  noti¬ 
fications.  A  further  increase  from  the  former  source  is  expected  in  the 
near  future. 

During  the  year  1944,  16  Service  cases  came  under  supervision 
compared  with  5  in  1943. 

There  were  59  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  41  in  1943.  373  Suspect  cases  were  put 
on  the  Register  and  319  were  removed  during  the  year;  115  contacts 
were  entered  on  the  Register  and  64  were  removed.  34  cases  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  as  against  12  in  1943.  In  addition 
25  Pulmonary  and  8  Non-Pulmonary  cases  came  to  notice  otherwise 
than  by  formal  notification ;  for  example,  from  death  returns,  etc. 
Hence  there  were  126  total  notifications  (Pulmonary  and  Non-Pul- 
monary)  as  against  73  in  1943.  This  marked  increase  has  been  already 
referred  to  above. 

The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  253  compared  with  250  at  the  end  of  1943. 

The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Tuberculosis  paid  270  domici¬ 
liary  visits  to  notified  and  observation  cases,  78  domiciliary  visits  to 
contacts  and  59  visits  to  cases  suspected  of  being  tuberculous,  making  a 
total  of  407  during  the  year.  As  more  Chest  Clinics  can  be  opened  the 
somewhat  onerous  task  of  visiting  over  the  whole  County  area  will  be 
lessened,  as  the  patients  who  are  not  bedridden  can  be  seen  by  appoint¬ 
ment  at  the  clinics  instead  of  in  their  homes,  where  chest  examinations 
have  to  be  made  under  adverse  conditions. 

The  number  of  patients  receiving  treatment  in  sanatoria  during 
1944  was  75,  representing  11,209  patient  days.  The  number  of  cases 
of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  receiving  treatment  in  Manfield 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Northampton,  was  11,  representing  2,525 
patient  days. 

The  number  of  X-rays  taken  during  1944  was  441  (Pap worth 
400  and  Doddington  41).  This  number  includes  31  X-rays  of  nursing 
staff  in  Institutions  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
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69  Sputum  Tests  were  carried  out  at  Pap  worth.  Sputa  which  are 
negative  by  direct  smear,  are  now  cultured  at  a  slight  extra  cost.  This 
process  often  reveals  the  tubercle  bacilli  even  when  absent  from  a 
direct  test,  and  is  effective  especially  where  it  is  a  question  of  arrested 
or  quiescent  disease  in  the  lungs. 

Two  urine  tests  were  undertaken  for  suspected  genito-urinary 
tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 
County  was  32,  that  for  Urban  Districts  being  19  and  for  Rural  Districts 
13.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1943  were  33,  and  for  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  16  and  17  respectively.  38  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  (all 
forms)  were  removed  from  the  Register  as  recovered. 

The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  has  now  completed  a  full  year’s 
work.  She  paid  549  domiciliary  visits  and  39  special  visits  during  the 
year.  The  actual  cases  seen  at  these  home  visits  were  as  follows : 


Notified  Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary 


378 

59 

21 

23 

846 


Suspects  . . . 
Observation 
Contacts  . . . 


The  examination  and  observation  of  contacts  is  an  important 
part  of  any  well  organised  Tuberculosis  scheme.  The  figure  846  above 
is  indicative  of  the  important  part  which  the  Health  Visitor  plays  in 
keeping  these  contacts  in  view,  without  laying  undue  stress  on  the  fact 
that  contact  with  such  a  disease  as  Tuberculosis  is  a  continual  anxiety 
where  young  children  are  concerned.  Where  possible,  patch  tests  are 
performed  to  detect  possible  reactors,  and  these  are  further  investigated 
by  X-ray,  etc. 

Tuberculosis  Allowances  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  laid 
down  in  Memo  226/T  were  granted  to  27  patients.  On  December 
31st,  1944,  12  patients  were  receiving  allowances. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  residential  treatment 
during  1944: 


Adults :  M 

F 

No.  of - 

Patients 

Children :  M 
F 


Total 


In  Institutions  on 
January  1st,  1944 

Admitted  during 

the  year 

Discharged  during 

the  year 

Died  in  Institutions 

In  Institutions  on 

31st  December,  1944 

19 

18 

14 

3 

20 

11 

25 

20 

2 

14 

4 

5 

3 

6 

2 

2 

1 

3 

36 

50 

38 

5 

43 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  34  contacts  were  notified  under  Regulation  33B, 
of  which  number  14  were  second  notifications.  All  the  cases  traceable 
in  the  County  were  visited  by  the  County  Venereal  Diseases  Almoner. 
No  legal  action  was  found  to  be  necessary.  The  County  Almoner 
reports  as  follows  with  regard  to  the  cases  seen: 

No.  1  Contacts. 

7  No.  1  contacts  were  free  from  infection  when  they  were 
interviewed  and  taken  to  see  the  Doctor ; 

6  are  under  treatment ; 

1  refused  treatment ; 

2  had  moved  out  of  the  County  and  the  form  was  forwarded 
to  the  appropriate  Medical  Officer,  and 

4  were  unable  to  be  identified  as  there  was  insufficient 
evidence. 
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No.  2  Contacts . 

3  are  under  treatment ; 

3  had  moved  out  of  the  County  before  contact  could  be  made 
with  them ; 

3  patients  came  up  of  their  own  accord  and  were  duly  examined 
and  notified  as  free  from  infection ; 

3  were  referred  by  Doctors  or  Nurses  and  were  free  from 
infection  on  examination  ;  and 

2  were  persuaded  to  attend  for  examination,  and  in  both 
cases  they  were  infected,  but  only  one  attends  for  treatment. 

It  is  regretted  that  Mrs.  A.  C.  I.  Hudson,  County  Venereal 
Diseases  Almoner,  resigned  from  her  appointment  as  from  the  31st 
October,  1944.  Negotiations  are  proceeding  to  share  the  services  of  a 
Venereal  Diseases  Almoner  with  the  Soke  of  Peterborough  to  cover  the 
north  of  the  County  and  with  the  County  Council  of  Cambridge  to 
cover  the  south.  At  the  time  of  writing  an  Almoner  has  already  assumed 
duty  at  Peterborough. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  are  held  at  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital, 
Cambridge,  on  Tuesdays  at  3  p.m.,  and  on  Thursdays  at  7  p.m.,  and 
at  28  Fitz william  Street,  Peterborough,  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
(Men)  at  6  to  8  p.m.,  and  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  (Women)  at  3.30  to 
6  p.m. 

Abstract  relating  to  Huntingdonshire  patients  treated  at  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centres. 


1 

Cambridge 

Peterborough 

A. — Number  of  persons  dealt  with  for  the  first 
time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from — 

Syphilis 

1 

7 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

2 

20 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  ... 

29 

52 

T  Otell  »»•  ••• 

32 

79 

B. — Attendances  of  all  patients  . 

196 

1510 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  HUNTINGDON  COUNTY 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1944. 
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URBAN. 

Godmanchester . . . 
Huntingdon 

Old  Fletton 

Ramsey . 

St.  Neots 

St.  Ives  ... 

RURAL. 

Huntingdon 
Norman  Cross  ... 
St.  Ives  ... 

St.  Neots 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1930. 

Part  I. — Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  period  1st  Jan.,  1944,  to  the  31st  Dec.,  1944, 

in  the  area  of  the  County  of  Huntingdon. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensaries  during  the  year  1944. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  have  been  fully  main¬ 
tained  and  in  some  directions  extended  during  the  year. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Rushcliffe  Report  have  been  adopted 
and  all  County  Nurses  now  enjoy  the  privileges  set  out  in  the  report. 
This  has  entailed  adjustments  of  salaries  and  re-organisation  of  the 
duties  of  the  nursing  staff  to  meet  the  provisions  in  the  Report  with 
regard  to  off-duty  and  annual  leave.  The  change  has  been  welcomed 
warmly  by  the  Nurses,  who  appreciate  the  interest  taken  in  their  welfare 
by  the  County  Council. 


Maternity  and  Midwifery  Services. 

District  midwifery  is  entrusted  to  District  Nursing  Associations 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association  and  working  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Non-medical  Supervisor  of  Nurses.  In  the  County 
there  are  19  District  Associations  employing  26  Nurses. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  each  midwife  to  be  trained  in 
the  use  of  nitrous  oxide  gas  for  the  alleviation  of  pain  during  labour. 
Three  Nurses  have  been  trained  so  far.  Two  District  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tions  are  equipped  with  the  necessary  apparatus.  It  is  hoped  that  in 
the  near  future  all  District  Associations  will  possess  the  apparatus. 

It  is  proposed  to  supply  district  midwives  with  sphygmomano¬ 
meters.  The  County  Obstetric  Consultant  has  consented  to  instruct 
the  midwives  in  the  use  of  the  instrument  and  in  the  significance  of 
the  findings  obtained  from  it. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  district  midwives  during  the  year 
is  tabulated  as  follows: 


Midwifery  cases 

480 

Maternity  cases . 

438 

No.  of  general  nursing  visits 

...  23,766 

No.  of  casual  nursing  visits  on  call 

...  2,331 

Ante-natal  visits  ... 

...  8,193 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  visiting  in  the  past  has  been  done  by  District  Nurses. 
With  the  adoption  of  the  Rushcliffe  Report  which  specifies  and  regulates 
the  work  of  the  District  Nurse,  it  is  clear  that  District  Nurses  will 
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have  less  time  for  health  visiting  than  hitherto.  Health  visiting  is  a 
specialised  work  for  which  Health  Visitors  have  been  trained.  As  the 
number  of  Health  Visitors  increase  home  visiting  will  gradually  be 
drawn  within  the  orbit  of  the  specialised  services  of  the  Health  Visitor  . 


The  summary  of  work  done  by  Health  Visitors  is  given  as  follows : 


First  Visits 
0 — 1  year 
1 — 5  years 
Ante-Natal 


...  855 

...  4,288 
...  4,239 
...  5,278 


Ante-Natal  and  Post  Natal. 

The  practice  in  this  County  is  for  general  medical  practitioners 
to  undertake  ante-natal  and  post-natal  examinations.  In  addition  to 
this,  clinics  are  held  to  keep  under  observation,  during  the  intervals 
between  the  examinations  carried  out  by  medical  practitioners,  ante¬ 
natal  cases,  who  are  examined  and  if  necessary  referred  either  to  a 
specialist  or  to  the  local  medical  practitioner. 


Patients  examined  by  Medical  Practitioners: 

Huntingdon¬ 
shire  cases 

Evacuees 

Ante-Natal  examinations 

973 

128 

Post-Natal  examinations 

358 

26 

Medical  Aid . 

158 

8 

During  the  year  the  Paxton  Park  Maternity  Hospital  within  the 
Emergency  Medical  Service  has  served  the  County,  not  only  for  evacuees 
sent  direct  from  London,  but  also  for  local  cases. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  Maternity  Hospital  from  having  to  accom¬ 
modate  ante-natal  cases  from  London  an  Ante-Natal  Hostel  was 
opened  at  Shortsands,  St.  Neots,  on  the  3rd  March  of  this  year.  This 
has  proved  of  verys  great  benefit  to  expectant  mothers  in  the  waiting 
period.  Since  the  opening  to  the  31st  December,  1944,  213  expectant 
mothers  were  received  into  this  Hostel.  The  Hostel  is  used  exclusively 
for  evacuee  expectant  mothers.  No  County  cases  have  been  received 
into  the  Hostel.  The  Hostel  is  used  also  as  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  not 
only  for  the  evacuee  cases,  but  also  for  our  local  cases.  The  Clinic  is 
open  once  a  week  and  the  average  attendance  of  County  cases  has  been 
four. 
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During  the  flying  bomb  period  there  was  an  increased  need  for 
maternity  beds  for  mothers  from  London  and  it  was  necesssry  to 
cancel  all  admissions  to  Paxton  Park  from  the  County.  Fortunately 
we  were  able  to  make  use  of  St.  John’s  Hospital,  Peterborough,  who 
very  kindly  came  to  our  assistance. 

A  summary  of  maternity  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  during  the 
year  is  given  below. 

Admissions  to  Paxton  Park : 

Huntingdonshire  patients  .  189 

Evacuees  .  ...  248 

Admissions  to  St.  John’s  Hospital,  Peterborough: 

Huntingdonshire  patients  .  69 

The  County  Obstetric  Consultant  has  continued  his  work  in 
the  County,  supervising  Shortsands  Ante-Natal  Hostel,  Paxton  Park 
Maternity  Hospital  and  attending  the  weekly  clinic  at  the  County 
Hospital,  Huntingdon.  The  number  of  cases  seen  by  him  at  his 
Clinic  was  370. 


Premature  Infants. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  care  of  premature  infants. 
Special  equipment  is  to  be  distributed  to  the  District  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tions.  Hospital  treatment  of  premature  infants  is  receiving  attention. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Two  new  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  opened  during  the  year, 
making  a  total  of  sixteen  for  the  County.  The  net- work  of  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  will  be  spread  further  afield  as  professional  staff  becomes 
available.  It  is  regretted  that  applications  for  the  opening  of  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  from  some  districts  have  had  to  be  declined  owing  to 
shortage  of  staff. 

With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  Health  Visitors  on  the  establish¬ 
ment  it  will  become  possible  to  extend  the  work  of  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres.  It  is  intended  that  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  shall  be  the  focal 
point  in  the  district  for  health  work  relating  to  the  mother  and  child. 
Demonstrations  on  domestic  science  and  mothercraft  will  form  part 
of  this  larger  service. 
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Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

1st  Visits  Subsequent  Is*1  Visits  Subsequent  Total 
County  Centres  0-1  year  0-1  year  1-5  years  1-5  years  Attendances 


Brampton 

25 

176 

15 

172 

388 

Buckden 

35 

161 

5 

170 

371 

Bythorn 

12 

48 

3 

108 

171 

Fenstanton 

26 

41 

26 

49 

142 

Great  Staughton 

21 

88 

10 

355 

474 

Huntingdon  and 
Godmanchester 

130 

828 

41 

280 

1279 

Kimbolton 

44 

130 

22 

183 

379 

Ramsey 

62 

196 

41 

122 

421 

St.  Ives 

88 

745 

51 

463 

1347 

St.  Neots 

97 

843 

43 

472 

1455 

Somersham 

52 

137 

18 

202 

409 

Spaldwick 

21 

93 

8 

124 

246 

Warboys 

33 

116 

15 

59 

223 

Yaxley 

36 

124 

24 

142 

326 

Voluntary  Centres 

Old  Fletton 

157 

1938 

15 

1072 

3182 

Sawtry 

22 

141 

3 

238 

404 

Total  Number  of  — - - 

Attendances  at  all  861 

5805 

340 

4211 

11217 

Centres  . . — 

CLEANLINESS. 

During  the  year  a  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  the  commoner 
skin  diseases  was  opened  at  Huntingdon  Public  Assistance  Institution. 
Thorough  cleansing  facilities  are  available  at  this  Clinic ;  hot  baths 
are  an  important  feature  ;  and  the  disinfection  of  infected  clothing  is 
carried  out.  A  trained  nurse  is  in  attendance.  Six  beds  are  allotted  for 
refractory  cases  requiring  institutional  treatment.  Where  necessary, 
transport  is  arranged  for  country  cases. 

The  total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  schools  by  the 
school  nurses  was  34,497  as  compared  with  36,216  in  1943.  The 
number  of  children  found  to  be  verminous  was  808  as  compared  with 
780  in  1943. 
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173  cases  of  Scabies  were  reported  during  the  year,  compared  with 
136  in  1943,  and  182  in  1942. 

The  following  cases  attended  at  the  Clinic  at  the  Huntingdon 
Public  Assistance  Institution  for  treatment  during  the  year: 

Verminous 
Scabies  Heads 

Number  of  children  attending  ...  173  87 

Number  of  attendances  .  460  178 

Dental  Treatment. 

Dental  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  infants 
is  available  at  the  County  Dental  Clinics. 

Summary  of  dental  work  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1944. 
Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers, 


Hun  tingdonshire 
patients 

Evacuees 

Total 

Attendances  . 

373 

2 

380 

Extractions  . 

439 

2 

441 

Inspections  . 

54 

1 

55 

Fillings . 

39 

— 

39 

Impressions,  Bites,  Etc. 

116 

— 

116 

Dentures 

57 

— 

57 

Repairs . 

( for  38  patients) 
1 

_ 

7 

Local  Anaesthetics  . 

52 

1 

53 

General  Anaesthetics . 

58 

1 

59 

Scalings . 

137 

— 

137 

0 

Children  under  5  years. 

Attendances 

Huntingdonshire 

patients. 

.  23 

Fillings . 

... 

18 

Extractions 

...  ... 

3 

Local  Anaesthetics 

...  ... 

3 

Other  Operations 

...  ... 

8 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  SERVICE. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  from  Manfield 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Northampton,  has  visited  this  County  at 
clinics  held  at  Huntingdon  and  Peterborough.  The  year  has  seen  a 
full  period  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Orthopaedic  Sister,  who  was 
appointed  on  the  6th  January,  1944.  Her  work  has  been  of  very  great 
value  in  the  follow-up  of  cases.  Extra  clinics  have  been  held  at  St. 
Neots,  St.  Ives  and  Ramsey,  and  domiciliary  visiting  of  orthopaedic 
cases  has  been  instituted  throughout  the  County.  As  most  of  the 
orthopaedic  cases  are  school-children  a  full  report  of  the  Orthopaedic 
Sister’s  work  has  been  given  in  the  Annual  Report  to  the  Education 
Committee.  For  the  purpose  of  this  report  the  following  tables  show 
the  distribution  of  cases  to  the  various  services. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  SURGEON’S  CLINICS,  1944. 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  SISTER’S  CLINICS,  1944. 
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Home  Visits  By 
Sister . 

Total  947 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

| 

On  December  31st  there  were  114  blind  persons  on  the  register 
of  the  Huntingdonshire  Society  for  the  Blind.  The  number  of  persons 
under  observation  was  30.  There  were  also  22  evacuee  blind,  19  of 
whom  were  in  institutions  and  3  in  private  billets.  The  Secretary  and 
Home  Teacher  paid  894  visits  for  social  and  instructive  purposes. 

Pensions  received  by  blind  persons  were: 

From  the  Clothworkers’  Company  .  1 

From  the  Gardeners’  Trust  for  the  Blind  .  3 

From  the  Royal  Blind  Pension  Society .  5 

During  the  year  one  person  was  removed  from  the  register. 
He  was  successfully  operated  on  for  cataract  and  is  now  a  full-time 
land  worker.  One  partially-sighted  boy  is  receiving  education  at  the 
East  Anglian  School  for  the  blind. 

The  Society  workshop  has  produced  during  the  year,  potato 
baskets  exclusively  for  war  agricultural  purposes.  Civilian  needs  were 
not  allowed  to  be  met. 

A  grant  of  £18  towards  the  erection  of  huts  for  use  as  workshops 
was  made  by  the  Garner’s  Trust  for  the  Blind. 

The  Society  has  been  considering  the  establishment  in  the  County 
of  a  Home  for  the  care  of  blind  persons,  whose  home  conditions  indicate 
the  necessity  for  care  in  a  hostel. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 


Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  the  31st  December,  1944. 


Number  of  Mental  defectives  ascertained  to 
be  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  “  Order  ” — 

In  Institutions  (excluding  cases  on 
Licence) — Under  16  years  of  age 

1 

1 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ... 

11 

11 

22 

On  Licence  from  Institutions  — 
Under  16  years  of  age . 

1 

. 

1 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

2 

1 

3 
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Number  of  Mental  defectives  ascertained  to 

be  <c  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  Male  Female 

Under  Guardianship  (excluding 
cases  on  Licence) — Under  16  years  of 

age  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  3 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  ...  —  4 


Total 


4 

4 


On  Licence  from  Guardianship — 

Under  16  years  of  age  .  —  — 

Aged  16  years  and  over  . .  — -  1  1 


In  “places  of  safety  ” — 
Under  16  years  of  age 

Aged  16  years  and  over 


Under  Statutory  Supervision  .  20 

Of  whom,  awaiting  removal  to  an 

Institution  . .  4 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  COUNTY. 
Water  Supply. 

Schemes  for  the  supply  of  piped  water  in  some  rural  areas  and  for 
the  extension  of  existing  supplies  in  other  areas  have  been  approved 
by  the  District  Councils  concerned  and  now  await  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  It  is  expected  that  when  hostilities  cease  the 
piped  supply  of  water  will  be  allowed  to  become  a  priority  claim  on 
Local  Authorities. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

As  with  water  so  with  drainage  and  sewerage.  Schemes  have 
already  been  submitted  to  District  Authorities.  As  an  example,  the 
Boroughs  of  Huntingdon  and  Godmanchester  are  negotiating  a  joint 
scheme  and  plans  are  well  forward  in  the  two  Boroughs  to  provide  an 
adequate  sewerage  system. 

Housing. 

Shortage  of  houses  continues  to  be  a  major  problem.  District 
Councils  are  alive  to  the  urgency  of  planning  for  a  post-war  housing 
policy.  Sites  for  new  estates  have  been  selected  and  as  soon  as  labour 
is  available  and  plans  are  approved  building  will  commence. 


